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SKYWARN PREPARES
The National Weather Service presented the latest in 3D radar training
February 13th at the Greene County Public Safety Center. A number of
agencies were represented from Greene County’s various public safety
divisions including emergency management. Patti Flowers-Palmer
(KD0AEL) and Billy Dalton (N0SRO) represented regional and Greene
County Skywarn.
Additional training was provided on February 27th at the Public Safety
Center for tactical training and storm spotting. Franklin Johnson
(KD0RSJ) and Billy Dalton (N0SRO) representing Greene County Skywarn were in attendance at the event specializing in tactical spotting.
This is the newest training format rolled out by weather officials for best
outcomes in weather spotting
These events were open to Skywarn members from the Southwest Missouri 37 county warned area under direction of the National Weather Service office in Springfield. Also, to fire, law enforcement and emergency
management. With tornado season around the corner, officials are getting
prepared and brushing up on training promoting better, safer outcomes.

24 HOUR NEWS LINE
SEE IT—REPORT IT!
417-520-7324

Page 2

SPOTLIGHT:
A life long resident of Northwest Arkansas & Southwest Missouri, Billy Dalton has lived in Springfield for the last 22 years.
Billy is a Director at Large for the Southwest Missouri Amateur
Radio Club.

He has been in ham radio since 2018 having gained interest in it
through an interest in Skywarn. “I’ve always loved the great variety of weather we experience in the Ozarks.”
My favorite part about the hobby is trying out new modes of
communication such as DMR & VHF Dxing, even other digital
modes.”
At SMARC “the directors are responsible for handling all the
QSL cards we get mainly from field day and Route 66 as well as
assisting the president in whatever capacity he needs.”
I also publish the news letter each month. It can be demanding
trying to find plenty of entertaining news events and cover them
for the club but I enjoy doing it.
What’s your favorite ham event each year? “That would be field
day but I also have a big fondness for tech days because we get
to socialize and work on radio’s in a relaxed atmosphere.”
Radio’s I use include an Icom IC-7200 & Yeasu FT-1802 at
home and a Yeasu FT-2800M in the car. I use a Anytone dual
band DMR/analog HT on the go.
The most challenging part of my position with SMARC? Trying
to make sure I do my best to represent the club and do what's
best for the membership. They are who we are here to serve.
Outside of amateur radio my hobbies include X-box gaming,
photography, though I’m not real good at it, and hunting through
thrift stores. Looking for and finding an old radio is always fun.
Do you find it hard to fit everything into your schedule? Yes,
sometimes. Believe it or not the board is always working behind
the scene’s on trying to improve the club and were in constant
contact. ———->
continued
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ASK SMARC
Are there any frequencies that are particularly popular on 40 meters? -Michael
Send your
questions to ASK
SMARC at
SMARC.ORG/
contact-us/

Answer:
There are a number of frequencies that seem popular that I will
list here. Keep in mind your ability to receive these are respective of your antenna and location and propagation at the time.
We have 7.1801, 7.268, and for QRP 7.040 is popular. 7.185 is a
popular net. Coastal Amateur Radio Clubs, East (ECARS)
7.255, Mid (MIDCARS) 7.258, South (SOUTHCARS) 7.253.
They run nets during the morning until 1 PM.
One word of caution I will give you is to avoid venturing onto
7.200. There are unreputable people on this frequency that seems
exempt from any oversight. Don’t let them drag you into the
muck.

MOST UNIQUE STATION AWARDS!
Congratulations to Patti Flowers-Palmer (KD0AEL), grand
prize winner & Rodney Mallonee (K0FZ) 2nd place winner of
the most unique station awards. Their station pics are below respectively. Thank you for all your entries!

SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED
Plus putting together the news letter is a challenge every month,
plus Skywarn, yes, I stay busy.
Getting young people into ham radio? Well that is the question isn’t it. I would work on adding a ham radio course in high school, as
a part of science class or where ever it fits into their schedule. I
would also have it available on the college level as well as an elective course. I think it would sound fun to the young people and once
they try it out they could get hooked on the fun of it.
If your interested in ham radio what should you do? Get yourself to
our next meeting! We can show you the ropes. Let us know your
new and we will be glad to help you out.

PARKS ON THE AIR

Mike (KE0AYS) visited a local national park for Parks on the Air event in
March. We thought you would enjoy a few pics from his adventure.

FCC CRACKS DOWN
InsideRadio reports that the FCC plans to hire a substantial number of agents to step up
pirate radio enforcement. According to the report:
The Federal Communications Commission estimates it will cost the agency at least $11
million to enforce the newly-adopted law that requires it to step up pirate radio enforcement. “Specifically, in order to combat the problem of illegal radio operations, the statute requires a sweeping process that will require new equipment and a substantial number of additional field agents to implement fully,” FCC Chair Ajit Pai told a Senate Appropriations subcommittee during a hearing on Tuesday. Pai said he hoped congressional
budget writers would determine a “reasonable funding level” for the FCC that reflects
that added cost, suggesting the agency’s budget for the upcoming fiscal year should be
raised to $354 million.
The Preventing Illegal Radio Abuse Through Enforcement Act, or “PIRATE” Act (S.1228)
was unanimously approved by both the Senate and House and signed into law last
month. The new law raises fines on unlicensed station operators to $100,000 per day
per violation, up to a maximum of $2 million. In addition to tougher fines on violators, the
law also requires the FCC to conduct sweeps in the five cities where pirate radio is the
biggest problem—New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Dallas—at least
once a year.
Less than five years ago, the FCC scaled back operations at many of its field offices. Perhaps it was a bit too hasty. One interesting thought is that perhaps these new agents
could also be used to find amateur radio scofflaws.

CONTEST WEB PAGE UPDATES
The ARRL Contests landing page (http://contests.arrl.org) has lots of new features. The most
recent updates include the addition of pages for Clubs, Public Logs, and Log Checking Reports (LCRs). The Clubs page gives contest clubs access to their eligibility lists and tools
from the new landing page. All logs are now publicly accessible on the Public Logs page after the full results are published. And the Log Checking Reports page is the same great tool
as before, now accessible from the Contests landing page. A new feature allows anyone to
request the LCR, but it will be sent back to the email address supplied when the log was originally submitted (non-member, foreign, or call sign change participants no longer need to request LCRs from ARRL).
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LAST MONTH AT SMARC
Last month SMARC had to make the unfortunate decision to cancel
the in person meeting held at the DAV and change to a video
stream version on Face Book.
Treasury reports balances have not chanced from last meeting.
We cancelled the post office box saving the club over $200 per year.
The trustee will collect mail for the club at no charge.
The St Patrick's day parade was cancelled so we were unable to prepare for that event.
Officers have been looking over various trailers trying to find one
suitable for our unique needs.
We did have a number of participants and usage of radio was allowed although we found it a bit difficult to integrate with Skype
and Facebook already in the mix.
We do not know the status of next months meeting except that it
will likely be cancelled again due to the COVID19 viral pandemic.

HOW TO CONTACT US
(417) 520-7324
info@smarc.org
https://www.facebook.com/
SouthwestMissouriAmateurRadioClub/
http://smarc.org/contact-us/
Views reflected may not be that of the Board or all
members. Intellectual property ©2020 SMARC, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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Our President Rodney K0FZ visited DX Engineering and brought back
some pictures for our entertainment.

